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The 18th FIO in numbers 
 

• Record number of exhibitors (110). 

 

• Tourist destinations, specialized companies, manufacturers and distributors of photographic 

equipment and optics, conservation associations and nature artists are present. 

 

• Exhibitors from 13 Autonomous Communities (Andalucía, Aragón, Asturias, Cantabria, 

Castilla-La Mancha, Castilla y León, Cataluña, Comunidad Valenciana, Madrid, Extremadura, 

Galicia, Islas Canarias and Navarra) and 10 countries (Belgium, Costa Rica, Finland, Italy, 

Madagascar, Mexico, Netherlands, Portugal, Spain, and United Kingdom).  

 

• By origin: 49 regional, 51 national and 10 international exhibitors. 

 

• B2B Professional Meetings: 19 national and 12 international buyers registered. 

 

• 15 conferences and colloquia. 

 

• FOTOFIO: 12 conferences on nature photography and screening of a documentary. 

 

• 8 specialized workshops and 8 presentations. 

 

• 4 exhibitions.   

 

• 10 book presentations. 

 

• Photography competition 

✓ 6,453 images received 

✓ 692 entrants from 38 countries 

✓ 6,300 Euros in prizes 

 

• 43 guided trips in Monfragüe 

✓ 17 hiking 

✓ 18 by 4x4 

✓ 8 by bus to the viewpoints 

 

• More than 90 activities for children and families (workshops, storytelling, birdwatching...). 

 

• Free buses to Villarreal de San Carlos from Plasencia and Torrejón el Rubio. 

 

• 13 Activities before FIO (18 and 19 February)  

✓ ArteFIO Plasencia 

✓ ObservaFIO Trujillo 

✓ Around Monfragüe 

 

 

http://fioextremadura.es/
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The great get-together in Monfragüe  

 

The 18th Extremadura Bird Fair (FIO) takes places from February 24th to 26th in Villarreal de San 

Carlos (Serradilla), in the heart of the Monfragüe National Park and Biosphere Reserve. It will 

be, again, the great meeting point for tourism related to nature and bird watching, an activity in 

which Extremadura is a benchmark thanks to its natural resources and the specialization of its 

tourism sector. 

 

Organized by the Junta de Extremadura, FIO is the oldest bird fair in Spain and the second most 

important in Europe. It brings together the best in the sector: destinations, specialized 

companies, manufacturers and distributors of photographic equipment and optics, conservation 

associations, nature artists... In total, 110 exhibitors (a record number). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For three days, an extensive programme of informative and recreational activities is taking place: 

conferences and colloquia on nature, tourism, photography, art and cinema, guided tours, 

birdwatching in different parts of the National Park, workshops for adults and children, 

entertainment shows, exhibitions and book launches. 

 

Added to this are the B2B Professional Meetings for national and international nature tourism 

companies (the most important in the sector in Spain). 

 

All this in Monfragüe, a mecca for bird watching, a National Park, UNESCO Biosphere Reserve 

and Starlight astrotourism destination. Monfragüe has also just revalidated the Q for Tourism 

Quality, awarded by the Institute for Spanish Tourism Quality, which certifies the excellence of 

the services it provides to visitors. 

 

FIO is part of the strategy of the Junta de Extremadura to position our Autonomous Community 

as a destination for bird tourism, an activity that is sustainable, accessible to all and that can be 

practiced in the countryside and the city. Initiatives such as the Cáceres Bird Festival (taking 

place on May 6th and 7th), the Crane Festival (December 2nd) and the Product Club Birding in 

Extremadura, a voluntary group in which more than 130 partners, including companies and 

public entities, collaborate to promote the sector and guarantee quality customer service. 

 

http://fioextremadura.es/
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United Kingdom, invited destination 
 

For the 18th FIO, the guest destination is the United Kingdom, a global benchmark in the study 

of birds and nature conservation, a pioneer country for bird tourism and one of the main sources 

of birders visiting Extremadura for several decades. The hobby of observing birds in their natural 

habitat was born in England at the end of the 19th century. In 1901 this activity received the 

name of "birdwatching", which has subsequently been shortened and updated, to "birding". 

Since then, its growth throughout the world has been unstoppable and Extremadura has 

become one of the most compelling destinations for international birders. 

 

In the last twenty years, our region has promoted itself in the United Kingdom through 

participation in the main birding events there, the organization of trips for tour operators and 

specialized journalists to our region and other actions. 

 

Manuel Sosa, artist from Cáceres and designer of the 2023 poster 

 
 

 

 

Following the precedent of recent years, the General Directorate of Tourism has invited a 

prestigious illustrator, national or international, to design the FIO poster. 

 

This year's is the work of Manuel Sosa (Cáceres, 1964), a biologist and one of the most 

outstanding nature painters and illustrators of recent decades in Spain. In the image created 

specifically for FIO 2023, a black-winged kite (Elanus caeruleus) can be seen, a rarity in Europe, 

of African origin, an extremely beautiful raptor in its simplicity, with very striking coral-coloured 

eyes. It is a highly sought-after species by birders. In the last fifty years it has spread throughout 

the Iberian Peninsula, including Extremadura. 

 

Manuel Sosa has been a wildlife illustrator for the most important Spanish publishers, such as 

Plaza & Janés, Planeta, Salvat, Santillana and Anaya. He has collaborated in encyclopedias, 

books, brochures and posters on many themes and in television programmes such as 'La España 

Salvaje' (TVE). 

http://fioextremadura.es/
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Throughout his career he has painted birds, mammals, landscapes, and portraits in oil and 

watercolour. His works have been displayed in individual and collective exhibitions, and many 

of his illustrations are part of private collections in countries such as Spain, France, Germany, 

the United Kingdom, Switzerland, the United States, and Canada. 

 

Among other recognitions, he has been awarded the highest distinction by the European 

Academy of Arts and has been commissioned by the Marcelino Botín Foundation for an oil 

painting 'The Last Lynx', which hangs in the living room of Felipe VI's house. 

 

Manuel Sosa abandoned the comforts of the city years ago to soak up the countryside. And his 

paintings exude it. His paintings smell of ears of wheat, of golden sunsets among holm oaks, of 

wolves, of partridges... Fields on all four sides, shaped by the Mediterranean palette of ochres, 

sienna and olives, painted with a mastery that makes us experience the magic of being there. 

 

More information: https://manuelsosa.com/ 

 

 

Artists invited to design the FIO poster in recent years.  

 

2022: Killian Mullarney (Ireland) 

2021: Andrea Romero Ardila (Colombia) 

2020: Lars Jonsson (Sweden) 

2019: José Antonio Sencianes (Spain) 

2018: Darren Woodhead (United Kingdom) 
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B2B Professional Meetings 
 

The objective of these meetings is to promote business opportunities for companies that offer 

specialized bird and nature tourism services. 

 

It will take place on February 24th at the FOTOFIO Tent from 09.00 to 14.30. 

 

Buyers and specialized travel agents from Spain, the United Kingdom, Italy, Sweden, the 

Netherlands, Belgium, Finland and Denmark will be present: a total of 19 national and 12 

international buyers. 

 

The dynamics of this day consists of previously arranged 15-minute meetings. Access as a seller 

is limited to representatives of Club Birding in Extremadura companies, receptive travel agencies 

in the region and FIO exhibitors. 

 

More than 500 meetings are expected to be held on the morning of the 24th. 
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Conferences 

 
Bird tourism, conservation projects, climate change, renewable energy... FIO organizes 

presentations and discussions with specialists on varied topics related to nature and birds. 

 

▪ All conferences will be in the STAGE marquee 

 

▪ Streaming broadcast on the Extremadura Tourism Youtube channel: 

https://www.youtube.com/turismoextremadura 

 

▪ Biographical reviews of the speakers at https://fioextremadura.es/  

 

Friday, 24th February 

16.00-17.45 The impact of toxins on birds with Rubén Moreno-Opo, María Jesús Palacios, 
Antonio Juan García-Fernández, Francisco Soler, Álvaro Guerrero and Alfonso 
Godino (moderator) 

18.00-18.30 The sound of biodiversity. An audiovisual tour of Euroace with Olga García García, 
Jesús Moreno Pérez, María Jesús Palacios González, Javier Pérez Gordillo and 
Carlos de Hita  

18.30-19.00 Monographs of endangered species in Extremadura: Bonelli's eagle, golden eagle 
and black vulture by Juan Manuel Sánchez Guzmán, José María Guzmán Bolaños 
and Elisa Cristo da Silva Gamero 

 

Saturday, 25th February 

10.30-11.00 Ecotourism in Extremadura: actions to promote the observation of birds and 

stars by Francisco Martín Simón, General Director of Tourism of the Junta de 

Extremadura 

11.00-11.30 

 

The climate emergency and emerging crisis in biodiversity: Diagnosis of a 

premonition for the conservation of birds by Álvaro Guerrero and Ana Tardón 

11.30-12.00 Quetzals and farmers in harmony? Of course, they can! by Alfredo Scott (Costa 

Rica) 

12.00-13.15 

 

Evolution of bird tourism: a look at the past and new challenges and destinations 

with John Muddeman, Manuela Seifert, José Luis Bautista Morán and Javier Gómez 

Aoiz (moderator) 

13.30-14.00 
 

Presentation of the book 'Sounds of the world. Travel by hearsay' by Carlos de 
Hita  

16.30-18.00 

 

Making renewable energy and birds compatible, is it possible? with Erica Morales 

Statkraft, Rubén González Escudero, José Terrón, Rodrigo Fernández Mellado and 

Alfonso Godino (moderator). 

18.00-18.45 

 

Black-winged Kite: a representative species of the Extremaduran dehesa by 

Domingo Rivera Dios 

 

http://fioextremadura.es/
https://www.youtube.com/turismoextremadura
https://fioextremadura.es/
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Sunday, 26th February 

11.00-11.30 Roofless building to promote the settlement of a colony of lesser kestrels 
applying new release techniques by Pepe Antolín and Catarina Machado  

11.45-12.15 
 

Plumarium. Scientific study of the feathers of the European avifauna by Pablo 
Fernández Pero. 

12.30-13.00 Wildlife in the taiga forest by Mikko Oivukka (Finland) 

13.00-13.30 Garganta del Fraile de Serradilla, Best Approved Trail in Spain by Borja García 

Prieto and Francisco Javier Sánchez Vega  

13.30-14.15 Connect with the birds. Birding in the media with Montserrat Domínguez, Carlos 

de Hita, Antonio Sandoval and José Luis Copete 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONFERENCES FIO 

 

Friday, 24th February 

 

16.00-17.45. Colloquium 'The impact of toxins on birds' with Rubén Moreno-Opo, María Jesús 

Palacios, Antonio Juan García-Fernández, Francisco Soler, Álvaro Guerrero and Alfonso Godino 

(moderator) 

 

Poisoning of wildlife is one of the main conservation problems for a large number of species 

across the world. There are two main routes of poisoning: intentional and accidental or 

secondary, through food chains or other routes. 

 

http://fioextremadura.es/


 
 
 

 

10 
 Update information on:  http://fioextremadura.es/  
 

Intentional poisoning is a very old activity and even encouraged by the authorities, although it 

is currently prohibited and considered a crime in many countries. Despite this, it remains one of 

the main threats. 

 

Secondary poisoning, due to exposure to heavy metals, pharmaceuticals, agricultural 

phytosanitary products and plastics, has recently received more attention. 

18:00-18:30. ‘The sound of biodiversity. An audiovisual tour of Euroace' with Olga García 
García, Jesús Moreno Pérez, María Jesús Palacios González, Javier Pérez Gordillo and Carlos 
de Hita 

Presentation of the book 'The sound of biodiversity. An audiovisual tour of the Euroace', 
prepared by the General Directorate of Sustainability of the Junta de Extremadura. 

The Euroace Euroregion, made up of Alentejo of Portugal and Extremadura, is characterized by 
a great natural heritage, with landscapes that host priority habitats of interest to the European 
Commission. In them, there are species that are among the most threatened in Europe, as well 
as a large number of endemic species. 

This book has been prepared within the scope of the project 0620_BIOTRANS_4_E, for the joint 
and integrated management of biodiversity in the cross-border area, coordinated by the General 
Directorate of Sustainability of the Junta de Extremadura. Its purpose is to disseminate natural 
values and raise awareness of the need to conserve target species and habitats. 

In digital format, with an informative language, but at the same time rigorous, it takes a tour of 
the most important landscapes of the Euroregion and reveals curious aspects, and some 
unknown ones, about the most emblematic species of our biodiversity. All this thanks to high-
quality images and sound files that allow you to have an audiovisual experience. 

In the presentation will participate Olga García García, councillor for Ecological Transition and 
Sustainability of the Junta de Extremadura; Jesús Moreno Pérez, General Director of 
Sustainability; María Jesús Palacios González, Director of Conservation Programmes of the 
General Directorate of Sustainability; Javier Pérez Gordillo, from the book coordination team, 
technician from GPEX (Junta de Extremadura) and Carlos de Hita, sound recordist. 
 

18:30-19:00. 'Monographs of endangered species in Extremadura: Bonelli's eagle, golden 

eagle and black vulture' by Juan Manuel Sánchez Guzmán, José María Guzmán Bolaños and 

Elisa Cristo da Silva Gamero 

 

Presentation of the monographs on Bonelli's eagle (Aquila fasciata), golden eagle (Aquila 
chrysaetos) and black vulture (Aegypius monachus) developed within the agreement 'Activities 
aimed at establishing the bases of the Extremaduran biodiversity conservation strategy 2021-
2022-2023', from the University of Extremadura with the Ministry of Ecological Transition and 
Sustainability of the Junta de Extremadura. 
 
In these monographs, the data related to the distribution, population trends and ecology of the 
species in the region are analyzed and presented. 
 
 

http://fioextremadura.es/
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Juan Manuel Sanchez Guzman 
Professor of Zoology and coordinator of the Conservation Biology Research Group at the 
University of Extremadura. 
 
Jose Maria Guzman Bolaños 
Scientific researcher in the Conservation Biology Research Group of the University of 
Extremadura. 
 
Elisa Cristo da Silva Gamero 
Scientific researcher in the Conservation Biology Research Group of the University of 
Extremadura. 
 

Saturday, 25th February  

 

10.30-11.00. 'Ecotourism in Extremadura: actions to promote the observation of birds and 

stars' by Francisco Martín Simón, General Director of Tourism of the Junta de Extremadura 

The exceptional natural conditions of Extremadura have favoured the development of two 

important sectors of ecotourism: birding and stargazing. 

 

The region is considered one of the best destinations in Europe for bird tourism thanks to the 

variety and quantity of species that can be seen throughout the year and due to the existence 

of a specialized sector, grouped in the Product Club Birding in Extremadura. 

 

Astrotourism, in a region with low light pollution and low population density, has grown 

remarkably. More and more places and companies in Extremadura offer services related to 

viewing the night sky. 

 

For years, the Junta de Extremadura has been working to promote these two activities, in 

collaboration with other entities and the private sector. Birding and stargazing create 

employment in rural areas, contribute to sustaining local populations and is in line with the 

United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

 

In his presentation, Francisco Martín Simón, General Director of Tourism, will explain the 

strategy followed in recent years to make Extremadura a benchmark in ecotourism. 

 

11:00-11:30. The climate emergency and emerging crisis in biodiversity: Diagnosis of a 
premonition for the conservation of birds' by Álvaro Guerrero and Ana Tardón 
 
2022 has been the year in which the effects of heat waves have generated the highest known 
mortality of birds, due to the very high and prolonged temperatures. Wildlife recovery centres 
have released data from the summer of 2022 showing unprecedented numbers of chicks of 
many species suffering from heat stroke. Different monitoring projects of various species 
showed nest desertion and neonatal death at rates never seen before. 
 
It is not easy to make progress compatible with the conservation of birds. Climate change and 
its effects on life on Earth is now emerging as one of the greatest crises.  
 

http://fioextremadura.es/
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The presentation by Álvaro Guerrero and Ana Tardón, from the Extremadura NGO Action for the 
Wild World (AMUS), focuses on two continents, with some of the species that live between 
Europe and Africa, but it could be extrapolated to other areas. It compiles work from other 
colleagues with their own contributions, to analyze how heatwaves affect different birds 
(sometimes causing their death), diseases (new and re-emerging) and the many changes in their 
reproductive, migratory, foraging, phenological and territorial behaviour. What is happening is 
possibly the biggest crisis known for the conservation of the most affected species. 
 
Álvaro Guerrero, co-founder and director of AMUS, is what his hands have taught him through 
the countless animals that he has handled and what he has learned trying to understand what 
is broken in order to redefine the wind, the forest, the river and the mountains. 
 
He is heir to a passion that 
is only received in genes, 
born at a critical moment 
of biodiversity loss in 
Spain and in the world. 
From his microcosm, the 
hospital for wild fauna 
built in the epicentre of 
nowhere, he has 
demonstrated that most 
powerful power: doing 
things out of love and 
justice. He is part of a way 
of being, 
understanding and 
commitment: transparent, present and constant. 
 
Ana Tardón is a veterinarian graduated from the CEU Cardenal Herrera University in Valencia. 
She has been involved both as a volunteer and as a professional in different recovery centres in 
Spain and France. She is one of the veterinarians at AMUS and responsible for the 'Bone grafts 
in wild birds' project. 
 
 
More information: https://www.amus.org.es/  
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11:30-12:00. Quetzals and farmers in harmony? Of course, they can!' by Alfredo Scott (Costa 

Rica) 

 

The story of a successful sustainable project in Costa 

Rica, in which farmers help improve the living and 

breeding situation of quetzals, while improving their 

own socioeconomic circumstances, thanks to bird 

tourism. 

 

Alfredo Scott, a Costa Rican biologist and researcher in 

the field of tropical entomology, has dedicated himself 

for two decades to the study and observation of birds, 

and to the promotion of bird tourism in Asia, Africa and 

Europe. He is the director and owner of Wildbird Tours. 

 

More information: https://watchingbirdscostarica.com/ 

 

12:00-13:15. 'Evolution of bird tourism: a look at the past and new challenges and 

destinations' with John Muddeman, Manuela Seifert, José Luis Bautista Morán and Javier 

Gómez Aoiz (moderator) 

 

With extensive experience as nature travel guides, the speakers will evaluate in this colloquium 
how bird tourism and bird watching in general have changed in recent decades. Many aspects 
have improved, of course, but others perhaps not so much. The new challenges facing the sector 
in the coming years will also be addressed and the interest in "new birding destinations", barely 
known, but enormously attractive, both on a regional or national scale and on the international 
scene, will be discussed. 
 
John Muddeman 
With a degree in Biology from the UK, he spent several years doing research at Oxford University. 
He has been living in Spain for more than 25 years, where he works as a nature guide. He is the 
author, among other publications, of 'A birdwatching guide to Extremadura'. He is a nature guide 
both in Spain and abroad for specialist companies from various countries, as well as for 
Spainbirds Nature Tours. 
 
More information: http://www.iberianwildlife.com/ 
 
Manuela Seifert 
Nature and birding guide, with a long history in the field of bird tourism. She studied Zoology in 
Zürich and Oxford, and worked for 8 years in Extremadura, directing the Centre for 
Environmental Education 'La Dehesa', in Torrejón El Rubio, at the end of the last century. She 
currently lives in Switzerland, guiding international trips to various countries in Europe, America, 
Africa and Asia. 
 
More information: https://arcatour.ch/ 
 
Jose Luis Bautista Moran 
Birding guide and environmental consultant with his company Wildroots Extremadura since 
2016. His objective since he began his journey is to publicize the natural and ornithological 

http://fioextremadura.es/
https://watchingbirdscostarica.com/
http://www.iberianwildlife.com/
https://arcatour.ch/
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values of Extremadura. But the main focus of his activity is the province of Badajoz, a lesser-
known territory where he wants to promote sustainable economic development around its rich 
natural heritage and thus contribute to its conservation. He is a member of the Club Birding in 
Extremadura. 
 
More information: www.wildrootsextremadura.com 
 
Javier Gomez Aoiz 
Biologist, he is dedicated to dissemination, conservation and promotion of tourist destinations. 
He is the author or co-author of various publications, several of them on bird tourism, and has 
collaborated for several years with Radio Nacional de España (RNE) with a section dedicated to 
the natural environment and tourism in the programme 'No Shortcuts'. 
 
More information: https://www.javiergomezaoiz.com/ 
 
13:30-14:00. Presentation of the book 'Sounds of the world. Travel by hearsay' by Carlos de 

Hita 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With a long history of 30 years as a specialist in recording the sound of nature and the 

soundscape, Carlos de Hita offers in this book, microphone in hand, a chronicle of the world, in 

which the reader listens and discovers how natural and cultural landscapes tell a different story. 

 

The deserts of Africa, the voices of the elephant seals and penguins in Patagonia, Argentina, the 

rain in Brazil, the three holy cities of India, the misty mountains of China, the city of Venice, the 

volcanic tremor in Cumbre Vieja, on the island of La Palma… 

 

Reconstruct memories, select the elements, play with the tempo, stretch or shorten the silences, 

in short, build a story. And give it a literary form so that the two formats, heard and written, tell 

the same story. "This book is nothing more than a reconstruction of my memories," says Carlos 

de Hita. 

 

More information: https://carlosdehita.es/ 

 

 

 

http://fioextremadura.es/
http://www.wildrootsextremadura.com/
https://www.javiergomezaoiz.com/
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16.30-18.00. Colloquium 'Making renewable energy and birds compatible, is it possible?' with 

Erica Morales Statkraft, Rubén González Escudero, José Terrón, Rodrigo Fernández Mellado 

and Alfonso Godino (moderator). 

 

One of the main challenges at the global level is the fight against climate change and one of the 

strategies to reduce human impact is the use of renewable energy (solar and wind). But the 

great demand for energy requires new infrastructure and, in recent years, there has been an 

enormous proliferation of wind farms and photovoltaic plants. 

 

The impact of these infrastructures has various effects, ranging from the mortality in wind farms 

of numerous birds, including endangered species, to the occupation of large tracts of land with 

impacts on birds, with steppe species the most affected and one of the most threatened groups 

in Spain and Europe. 

 

 

18.00-18.45. 'Black-winged Kite: a representative species of the Extremaduran dehesa' by 

Domingo Rivera Dios 

The Extremaduran dehesa is the main refuge for one of the most colourful and least known 
European birds of prey: the black-winged kite (Elanus caeruleus). This small predator is a 
relatively recent inhabitant here, only settling in the southwest of the Iberian Peninsula in the 
second half of the 20th century. 

Monitoring for more than 20 years of one of the main European populations of the species has 
allowed Domingo Rivera Dios to learn relevant aspects of its ecology, the factors that have led 
to its colonization of agricultural land in the south of the peninsula and what dangers threaten 
its status. 

He works in the Natural Environment Area of GPEX as a 
technician in the Nature Conservation Service of the 
General Directorate of Sustainability (Junta de 
Extremadura). The great passion of this ornithologist 
from Extremadura is birds of prey and, especially, the 
black-winged kite, a species that he has both studied 
for several decades and published research papers on 
in scientific journals. 

He has also collaborated in the chapter of the black-
winged kite of the RTVE nature programme 'El Bosque Protector' and is the author of the file on 
this species in the Virtual Encyclopedia of Spanish Vertebrates-Natural Museum of Natural 
Sciences CSIC. 

Sunday, 26th February 

 

11.00-11.30. 'Roofless building to promote the settlement of a colony of lesser kestrels 

applying new release techniques' by Pepe Antolín and Catarina Machado 

This lesser kestrel building, designed by the Extremaduran NGO Defence and Study of the 
Environment (DEMA), lacks a roof. The construction has four bare walls assembled with concrete 
plates, with a cubic or a rectangular prism shape and with a minimum height of 5 metres. It 
offers anti-predation measures against aerial and other predators. 

http://fioextremadura.es/
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The elements that make up the building are shelves, perches, a release module and nests. Being 
inside four very high walls and without a roof, they are not visible. Thus, it is an isolated and safe 
space, but above all invisible to people, which will avoid human disturbance. 

The nests are installed in the open-air on the interior facades of the walls. Among other features, 
they have an internal anti-predation system, are water-repellent and fire-retardant, and are 
made by hand with natural materials: cork bark and lime mortar. Each nest has a wide shelf to 
prevent chicks from falling out. The durability of the material is similar to that of a human 
dwelling and it is weather resistant. 

To establish a lesser kestrel colony in this building, the 'Colony Environment' method, designed 
and developed by DEMA, is applied, releasing chicks born in captivity at the Lesser Kestrel 
Breeding Centre of this NGO. 

Pepe Antolin 

He is a teacher graduated in Primary Education from the University of Extremadura. Over the 

last 45 years he has dedicated himself to environmental education and conservation projects. 

He is founder of the Lesser Kestrel Breeding Centre and DEMA. Since the 1980s he has directed 

and coordinated projects dedicated to the recovery and conservation of protected species. 

Starting in 1990, he has dedicated all his vital energy to projects for the recovery and 

conservation of the lesser kestrel in Spain and other European countries. 

 

Catarina Machado 

She graduated in Biophysical Engineering from the University of Évora (Portugal). For two 

decades she has developed her professional work in biodiversity study and conservation 

projects, mainly with birds of prey in various NGOs in Spain and Portugal. Since 2018, she has 

been carrying out her work at DEMA as a project coordinator. 

 

More information: https://dema.org.es/ 

 

11.45-12.15. ‘Plumarium. Scientific study of the 

feathers of the European avifauna' by Pablo 

Fernández Pero. 

 

Plumarium was born in 2021 as a place on the web 

whose mission is focused on the identification of 

birds through direct observation, study and 

analysis of feathers. With a scientific-informative 

nature, it is endorsed by numerous prestigious 

entities. 

 

This project advocates the photographs of 

montages made feather on feather with the 

intention of providing the user with a unique 

experience that facilitates a more detailed examination of them. It not only is a catalogue of 

feathers, but it is also possible to share similarities between hundreds of species, to determine 

specific characteristics of gender or age, and observe a multitude of statistics. 

http://fioextremadura.es/
https://dema.org.es/
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12.30-13.00. ‘Wildlife in the taiga forest’ by Mikko Oivukka (Finland) 

Mikko Oivukka, a nature tour guide, bird watcher and photographer, is a connoisseur of nature 
and the spectacular landscapes of northern Finland, the taiga forest and the animals that live 
there, especially the birds. In his presentation, he will talk about the wildlife that can be found 
in his country and when best to observe them. 

He works as a nature photographer and bird guide in Finland at Kuusamo Nature Photography 
and, as a tour guide, he takes Finnish birders and nature photographers around the world. 

He has been passionate about birds since he was a child and is concerned about their 
conservation and educating people about them. 

More information: https://oivukka.fi/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

13.00-13.30. 'Garganta del Fraile de Serradilla, Best Approved Trail in Spain' by Borja García 

Prieto and Francisco Javier Sánchez Vega 

 

Garganta del Fraile, a 9 km circular route that runs through the municipality of Serradilla, in the 

Monfragüe National Park and Biosphere Reserve, has been chosen the 'Best Approved Trail in 

Spain 2022' in a vote organized by the Federation Mountain Sports and Climbing of Spain 

(FEDME). 

 

The Councillor for the Environment and Tourism of Serradilla, Borja García Prieto, will present 

the Local Path SL-CC 44, which crosses dehesas of holm oaks and cork oaks and allows you to 

enjoy spectacular views of the Monfragüe mountain ranges and the La Portilla ridge, in the 

Garganta del Fraile, which gives its name to the route. 

 

In addition to the beauty of the landscapes and the sound of the water in several sections of the 

route, there is great ornithological richness of the area, especially a large colony of griffon 

vultures. 

 

The mayor of Serradilla, Francisco Javier Sánchez Vega, will welcome the audience. 

 

 

http://fioextremadura.es/
https://oivukka.fi/
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13:30-14:15. Connect with the birds. Birding in the media' with Montserrat Domínguez, Carlos 

de Hita, Antonio Sandoval and José Luis Copete 

 

A conversation about the growing interest in bird watching and bird conservation; and as a 

reflection of this, also on the increasing attention paid by the media, particularly the mainstream 

media, to activities related to ornithology. 

 

Montserrat Domínguez is a journalist, with a degree in Information Sciences from the 

Complutense University and a master's 

degree in Journalism from Columbia 

University in New York. She has been the 

content director of Cadena SER since 

June 2021, coming from El País, where 

she served as deputy director and head 

of El País Semanal. Between 2012 and 

2018 she was director of the digital 

newspaper Huffpost. She was previously 

in charge of the SER’s programme 'A vivir 

que son dos días', which was audience 

leader during the weekends. 

 

She began her professional career at Radio España and the EFE Agency. In television she has 

worked on Canal +, Antena 3 and Telecinco. In this chain she directed and presented news, 

special programmes and for four years the space for debate, gathering and interviews 'La Mirada 

Crítica'. In 2017 she received the Carmen Olmedo Checa award from the Junta de Andalucía for 

her commitment to equality. She is vice president of the Association of European Journalists. 

 

 

Carlos de Hita is a specialist in recording 

the sound of nature and the soundscape, 

an activity that he began 30 years ago. 

He is a documentary scriptwriter, 

publishes a blog about nature and its 

sounds (https://carlosdehita.es/) and 

collaborates with Cadena SER. 

 

With sound he works in all kinds of 

media. Sometimes as a complement to 

the image, other times as an independent narrative element. Among the former, he has 

participated in the recording and editing of ambient soundtracks for documentaries and feature 

films. Among the second group, sound alone, he has published record collections on natural 

soundscapes, Spanish National Parks and bird song identification guides. He has set up 

installations and collaborated in exhibitions, museums and interpretation centres. 

  

He is the author of several books, including 'The sound of nature. Sound calendar of the 

landscapes of Spain' and 'Sounds of the world. Travel by hearsay’. 

http://fioextremadura.es/
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Antonio Sandoval is a writer, ornithologist and collaborator in the media such as La Voz de 

Galicia, El Ágora Diario del Agua or the magazines Luzes, Salvaje or National Geographic Viajes, 

among others. He has participated in collective works on birds and nature, as well as in the 

design of environmental education and interpretation projects and bird and nature tourism. 

 

He is the author of several books, such as 

'What are birds for?', 'La Torre', 'The 

seabirds of Estaca de Bares' and ‘Birding 

routes through Spain’ as well as co-

author of 'When to see birds in Galicia' 

and 'The school tree', an album 

illustrated by Emilio Urberuaga and 

published in several languages. He has 

written articles on ornithology for scientific and general publications, and has participated in the 

publication of ornithological magazines and bulletins. He also directs the Vitamin N collection of 

the Kalandraka publishing house and leads the literary gathering 'Letras Salvaxes' at the Moito 

Conto bookstore in A Coruña. 

 

His website is http://antoniosandovalrey.weebly.com/ 

 

José Luis Copete started watching birds in 1981, when he was 12 years old. He has visited five 

continents, either for birding trips or for research projects. He has worked as an editor on the 

HBW and HBW-Alive series since 2002. Besides, José Luis has been involved as reviewer on the 

Handbook of Western Palearctic Birds since 2008, published in 2018. Also, he has published 

numerous articles in academic journals on taxonomy, molting, and behavioral ecology, 

published British Birds, Dutch Birding and Alula. 

Currently, he develops scientific broadcasting projects, such as La Radio del Somormujo. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://fioextremadura.es/
http://antoniosandovalrey.weebly.com/
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FOTOFIO 

 

FIO organizes talks and workshops with nature photographers who share their experiences, their 

projects and their adventures with the public, in an open and participatory format. Under the 

heading of FOTOFIO, these conferences attract both professional and amateur photographers. 

They also have room for issues such as nature cinema or conservation projects. 

 

▪ All conferences will be in the FOTOFIO marquee. 

 

▪ Streaming broadcast on the Extremadura Tourism Youtube channel: 

https://www.youtube.com/turismoextremadura 

 

▪ Biographical reviews of the speakers at https://fioextremadura.es/  

 
Saturday, 25th February 
 

10:45 - 11:00 Presentation of FOTOFIO 2023 
By Atanasio Fernández, Directorate of Sustainability, Government of 
Extremadura 

11:00 -11:30 
*in Spanish* 

Winged Images 
By Ricardo Lourenço, Portugal.   
 

11:45- 12:15 
 

What the black stork taught me 
By Juan Pablo Resino, Spain. 
 
 

12:30 -13:00 
 

How to take bird photography in a city, mission impossible? 
By Víctor Ortega, Spain.  
 
 

13:15 -13:45 Document to preserve. Photo reports of guanacos, pumas and birds of 
Patagonia 
By Adriana Sanz, Argentina.  
 

 

16:15 -16:45 
 

Photographing moments. The secret behaviours of birds  
By Jero Milán, España.  
 

17:00 -17:45 
*in English* 

A lens for conservation 
By Lara Jackson, Scotland.  
 

  
PREPARATION OF AWARD CEREMONY 

 

 
 

18:15  Award ceremony for XVIII Nature Photography Competition 'Wild 
Birds’. 

http://fioextremadura.es/
https://www.youtube.com/turismoextremadura
https://fioextremadura.es/
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Presented by Roberto Brasero.   

 
Sunday, 26th February  
 

10:30 - 11:00 The Mountain and the Calerizo of Cáceres, Protected Landscape  
By Fernando Durán Oliva, CEFNA (Colectivo Extremeño de Fotógrafos de 
la Naturaleza). 

11:00 - 11:30 Capturing the decisive moment with the new Sigma 60-600mm DG DN 
OS Sports, just the way you wanted it  
By Ramón Carulla, SIGMA. 

11:30 - 12:00 The evolution of nature photography 
By Tito García, OM System. 

12:00 - 12:30 Photographic Adventures in Europe: Norway, Hungary, Romania and 
Spain  
By Merce R. Romero, SKUA Nature. 

12:30 - 13:00 A step forward in nature photography 
By Mario Suárez Porras, Canon.  

13:00 - 14:30 The bear that left a footprint in the sky 

 
Discussion followed by screening.  
 
A documentary with Lorena Juste, Luisa Abenza and Sofía G. Berdasco 
directed by Mar López. 
Camera: Javier Marquerie 
Production: The Flight of the Rook with the collaboration of Genetta 
Rastreo, Somiedo Experience and GREFA. 

 

• Photography workshops offered by camera and optics brands.  
 
 

Saturday, 25th of February 
 
10.45-11.00. Presentation of FOTOFIO 2023 by the biologist and nature photographer 

Atanasio Fernández (General Directorate of Sustainability, Junta de Extremadura). 

 

11:00-11:30. ‘Winged Images’ by Ricardo Lourenço (Portugal) 

More than capturing a beautiful image, 

Ricardo Lourenço is interested in the 

story behind it. He is interested in the 

immediate beauty of the image, but 

also in its message, what we get out of 

it and the emotions we feel when we 

see it. The difference between an image 

that exhausts itself and an image that 

carries a story lies in the power that the 

latter has to transform people and help 

http://fioextremadura.es/
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in the conservation of species. He is interested in images that gain wings. 

He has lived his whole life in permanent contact with the natural environment and, through this 

symbiosis, has built his perception of the world. In 2007, fascinated by the wildlife around him 

and his growing passion for photography, he combined these two areas and began by capturing 

moments in the lives of animals. 

Photograph after photograph, he began to give more importance to the processes, 

methodologies and products resulting from his work. The world of birds, especially, will whet 

your appetite for unique images of wildlife in Portugal. Through publications on the web and 

specialized magazines, he seeks to connect people with the natural world, drawing their 

attention to the beauty that the uniqueness of an image can convey. 

More information: https://www.instagram.com/rlourencophotography/  

 

 

11.45-12.15. 'What the black stork taught me' by Juan Pablo Resino 

Born in Navalmoral de la Mata (Cáceres) and a technical architect by profession, Juan Pablo 

Resino has loved photography since his youth. His interests led him to take a higher-level 

photography course at the Talavera de la Reina School of Art. His academic record and his end-

of-course project, entitled 'See the forest', which dealt with the dichotomy between 

documentary and artistic, as well as the limitations for the semantic transmission between 

author and spectator, led to an Extraordinary Award for Professional Artistic Education, granted 

by the Junta of Castilla-La Mancha. 

As a nature photographer, his activity, exclusively in his natural surroundings, has been focused 

for years on the use of aquatic hides. He has given conferences on the subject and belongs to 

CEFNA (Extremadura Collective of Nature Photographers) and FONACAM (Photographers for 

Nature of Castilla-La Mancha), of which he is a co-founder. 

More information: https://www.instagram.com/juanpabloresinorubio/  

 

12.30-13.00. ‘How to take bird photography in a city, mission impossible?’ by Víctor Ortega 

 

Víctor Ortega has been asked many times: “What do you photograph in Madrid? There is nothing 

there!” He always has the same answer: cities hide many treasures, including a large number of 

birds that have adapted to living in urban environments. For many years, he has managed to 

photograph many species in the capital of Spain and its suburban surroundings. Against all odds, 

there are animals that live perfectly happily there, and it is possible to find very interesting places 

to be able to photograph them. 

 

Víctor Ortega is a nature photographer born in 1993 in Madrid, where he develops most of his 

projects. He studied Biological Sciences at the Complutense University and is specialized in 

wildlife conservation. He currently works for the Foundation for Research in Ethology and 

Biodiversity (FIEB), located in Casarrubios del Monte (Toledo), collaborating in various 

biodiversity conservation projects to save different endangered species and fight against animal 

http://fioextremadura.es/
https://www.instagram.com/rlourencophotography/
https://www.instagram.com/juanpabloresinorubio/
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trafficking. Despite his youth, he has been an active nature photographer for more than 10 years 

and what he started as a hobby, has ended up occupying most of his time. 

 

His obsession with nature and getting closer to animals has led him to obtain a large number of 

images, some of which have won prizes in prestigious competitions such as FIO, FotoAves, Delta 

Birding Festival or Golden Turtle (Russia). 

 

More information: https://victorortegafoto.com/ 

 

 

13.15-13.45. ‘Document to preserve. Photo reports of guanacos, pumas and birds of 

Patagonia' by Adriana Sanz (Argentina) 

Photography is a fundamental tool for communicating and disseminating conservation projects. 

Achieving a visual narrative that captures the actions carried out by conservation professionals 

in an image, to impact and persuade the viewer, is a great challenge. It is necessary to demand 

to the maximum the visual resources to conceptualize the purpose of the message in a 

photograph. 

In this presentation, Adriana Sanz will talk about how sheep rearing has a negative impact on 

the ecology of guanacos and pumas and what is proposed to mitigate it. She will also show the 

tremendous efforts of various conservation programmes to protect the lives of sheldgeese, 

spectacled duck, torrent duck and hooded grebe. 

Born in Buenos Aires in 1970, from a very young age she lived in Chubut (Patagonia), where she 

developed a strong love for nature. She studied Biochemistry and obtained a master's degree in 

the Environment, allowing her to dedicate herself to conservation, an activity that she has been 

carrying out for more than two decades. 

Her trips are intense photography sessions. She photographs to discover, immortalize, raise 

awareness, because she believes in the power of the image as a conservation tool, since we love 

what we know and only take care of what we love. 

She has worked in organizations related to nature photography (Afona-Argentine Association of 

Nature Photographers, Portfolio Natural, Nature First), in congresses, on juries in competitions 

(for FIO, among others), in exhibitions and outreach activities, books and magazines. She is the 

2020 winner of the Animal Portrait category of the Golden Turtle and Nature Photographers of 

the Year (NPOTY) contests and the 2021 Montphoto Fellowship. 

 

More information: http://adriana-sanz.com/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://fioextremadura.es/
https://victorortegafoto.com/
http://adriana-sanz.com/
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16.15-16.45. The secret behaviours of birds' by Jero Milán 

 

This talk is about those unique moments that nature photographers can be lucky enough to be 

able to capture. These are almost always based on the behaviour of birds, and that provide 

images with soul. Images that tell us stories. Images that help us to see and understand the daily 

lives of birds. Photographing such moments is about accumulating experiences that will develop 

photographers and enrich people. The behaviour of birds becomes less secret when they can be 

shown to others through photographs. 

Jero Millán began photography about twelve years ago. Completely self-taught, he was learning 

through websites specialized in nature photography and building-up hours, many hours in the 

field. He considers himself a documentary photographer because he likes to show nature as he 

sees it. Son of the digital age, he has never worked in analog. He likes to disseminate through 

his writings and photography, always advocating for the conservation of the natural 

environment and its creatures. He is the author of the book 'Our winged neighbours', where 

through his texts and drawings (another of his hobbies), he describes the most representative 

fauna of his town, Torre de Miguel Sesmero (Badajoz). He is also co-author of the book 

'Extremadura, urban nature', edited by the General Directorate of Tourism and the Xavier de 

Salas Foundation, where he, together with other photographers, gives voice to the fauna of 

towns and cities. He currently collaborates with the magazine 'Visión Natural'. 

More information: https://www.instagram.com/jero_milan/  

 

17.00-17.45. ‘A lens for conservation’ by Lara Jackson 

(Scotland)Lara Jackson, conservation biologist and wildlife 

photographer, has been honoured for telling stories that 

matter. In her presentation, she will take a photographic 

journey around the world, showing how she uses her lens 

as a voice for the voiceless and to protect some of the most 

endangered species on the planet. 

Among other projects and initiatives, she is the author of 

the children's book 'Where did all the rhinos go?' and 

global ambassador for Save the Rhino, an organization that 

works for the conservation of rhinos. 

More information: https://www.larawildlife.co.uk/  

 

 

http://fioextremadura.es/
https://www.instagram.com/jero_milan/
https://www.larawildlife.co.uk/
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18.15. Awards Ceremony for the FIO 2023 

Photography Contest, presented by the 

journalist and broadcaster Roberto Brasero, 

head of the Antena 3 Noticias meteorology 

department. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Sunday, 26th February  
 

10.30-11.00. 'The Mountain and the Calerizo of Cáceres, Protected Landscape' by Fernando 

Durán Oliva 

 

By CEFNA (Colectivo Extremeño de Fotógrafos de la Naturaleza) 

 

Images that show the biodiversity present in the surroundings of the city of Cáceres. The 

Mediterranean Forest in the Sierra de la Mosca or Montaña Cacereña is the characteristic 

vegetation of the area, especially rich in El Calerizo with plants of basic soils, including numerous 

orchids. Also noteworthy is the abundance of birds (Spanish imperial eagle, black vulture, 

Egyptian vulture, eagle owl, black stork, tawny owl...) and fungi (amanitas, boletus, russulas, 

lactarius...). 

 

Fernando Durán Oliva, a biologist specializing in plants and fungi, is the author of numerous 

books on the flora and mycology of Extremadura. Former president of the Extremadura 

Mycological Society, he is a member of the Scientific and Didactic Committee of the Villuercas-

Ibores-Jara Geopark. 

11:00-11:30. ‘Capturing the decisive moment with the new Sigma 60-600mm DG DN OS Sports, 

just the way you wanted it’ by Ramón Carulla  

 

By Sigma 

 

Presentation of the new 10x zoom, the 60-600mm of the Sports series, which represents a 

significant advance in the performance of Super Tele zooms for mirrorless cameras. 

 

Ramón Carulla is a well-known professional in the photographic sector who has represented the 

Sigma brand as a commercial representative for Reflecta for more than twenty-five years. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

http://fioextremadura.es/
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11:30-12:00. 'The evolution of nature photography' by Tito García 
 

By OM System 
 
Nature photography has been with us since the 19th century, a discipline that frames passion 
for the environment and the life it preserves, bringing us closer to exciting stories and knowledge 
through images. Over the years, technology has improved, allowing us to take better pictures, 
making more visible the hidden world between the weeds and the sunsets. 
 
Where is nature photography going? Have we seen it all yet? What is our goal, now that it seems 
that everything is already within our reach? Where are the challenges? 
 
With Tito García, we will reflect on this discipline and talk about the possibilities that the 
photographic future offers us. Because yes, there is much more to see! It is waiting for you. 
 
Tito García is part of the international team of technical experts at OM SYSTEM. With more than 
30 years of experience in the photographic industry in the field of distribution and brands, during 
the last 15 years he has worked at Olympus, now OM SYSTEM, and is always in permanent 
contact with users and photographers. 
 
Passionate about light and colour, he is a self-confessed apprentice of all photographic 
disciplines and passionate about nature photography, especially when it comes to birds and 
landscapes. 
 

 

12:00-12:30. ‘Photographic Adventures in Europe: Norway, Hungary, Romania and Spain’ by 

Merce R. Romero 

 

By Skua Nature 

 

It is one of the largest international photographic projects, 

with its main objective the management of public and private 

farms through wildlife photography tourism. It is a journey in 

search of true temples of nature, to develop them and value 

their full potential. 

 

Merce R. Romero is a forester, birder and photographer, 

although she defines herself as a born conservationist. Since 

she was very young, she has been linked to the world of 

nature with special devotion to everything related to fauna. 

Most of her work has always been oriented towards wildlife, 

especially mammals and birds. 

 

She has been at the forefront of conservation projects, monitoring the populations of certain 

species that today are in danger of extinction and disseminating environmental problems. She 

joined Skua Nature and is the coordinator of a project whose sole purpose is to be able to 

provide more sustainable alternatives that are less harmful to the planet. She considers nature 

photography tourism as a new alternative and a way to make enhance an area’s value. 

http://fioextremadura.es/
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12:30-13:00. 'A step forward in nature photography' by Mario Suárez Porras 

 

Mario Suárez Porras will present many of the great advantages that 

the new mirrorless cameras offer nature photographers. He will 

take an artistic approach, exploring his creative and inspiring 

process. 

 

A nature photographer for 20 years, his successful career, both in 

presentations and in international competitions, has made him a 

benchmark among our bird and nature photographers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

13:30-14:30. Documentary 'The bear that left a footprint in the sky' 

 

Discussion with the director, Mar López, and two of the 

protagonists (Luisa Abenza and Sofía G. Berdasco). At its 

conclusion the film will be screened. 

 

'The bear that left a mark in the sky' is the portrait of 

three exceptional women dedicated to the conservation 

of biodiversity and who for one reason or another have 

ended up living in the depths of rural Spain. 

 

Luisa Abenza, a wildlife tracker, Sofía G. Berdasco, a 

mountain guide for the sighting of large carnivores, and 

Lorena Juste, head of bird reintroduction programmes, 

are featured in this documentary film directed by Mar 

López, co-founder of the magazine The Flight of the 

Rook. 

 

The film introduces us to these women, letting us 

glimpse their personality and their way of life, immersing 

us fully in the issues that affect them as both defenders 

of biodiversity and as inhabitants of a thinly populated 

rural Spain. 

 

Specifications of the film 

 

▪ Year: 2021 

▪ Length: 60 minutos 

http://fioextremadura.es/
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▪ Director: Mar López 

▪ Camera: Javier Marquerie 

▪ Script: Mar López 

▪ Production: The Flight of the Rook with the collaboration of Genetta Rastreo, Somiedo 

Experience and GREFA. 

 

More information: https://elvuelodelgrajo.com/  

 
 

The photography competition receives more than 6,400 images from 38 countries 

 

The 'Wild Birds' 2023 photography competition, organized by the General Directorate of 

Tourism, has received 6,453 images from 38 countries in Europe, America, Asia and Oceania. 

The absolute winner of the XVIII edition will be announced on February 25, starting at 6.15 p.m., 

in a ceremony that will be presented by Roberto Brasero (Antena 3 Noticias). 

 

The 6,453 photographs submitted this year exceed those of 2022 (5,821) and 2021 (5,406). The 

organization has received images of 692 participants, 55 more than last year, from 38 countries 

(5 more than in 2022), including Spain (the country with the most representatives), the United 

Kingdom, Germany, Italy, Portugal, Ukraine, Russia, USA, Mexico, Peru, Japan, India and 

Australia. 

 

This contest has five categories: 

 

• C1 Bird portraits 

• C2 Birds in their environment 

• C3 Birds in action 

• C4 Artistic vision of birds 

• C5 Young photographers (under 18 years old) 

 

In addition, the special award 'Photographer from Extremadura' is open for all participants born 

or registered in our Autonomous Community. 

 

The absolute winner is chosen among the winners of categories C1, C2, C3 and C4. 

 

The total amount of prize money is 6,300 euros. 

 

The jury for the 18th edition was made up of nature photographers Adriana Sanz, José-Elías 

Rodríguez, Pablo Bou Mira, Mª Luisa Martínez Vicente and Mario Suárez Porras. 

 

The best 50 photographs (winners, honorable mentions and finalists) will be exhibited at FIO in 

high-quality format and will form part of a catalogue edited by the General Directorate of 

Tourism. 

 

The sponsors of the contest are Skua Nature, FotoTécnica Import, El Millarón, CEFNA, 

AcademiadeFotógrafos.com, Sigma, OM System, Fujifilm, Canon and Namen Color. 

http://fioextremadura.es/
https://elvuelodelgrajo.com/
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Specialized workshops for adults  
 

Identification of songs, footprints and bird feathers, a journey through the sounds of the planet, 

painting and drawing from life with one of the best Spanish nature illustrators... Renowned 

specialists come to FIO to help us appreciate the beauty of our environment. 

 

Pre-registration required 

 

▪ Biographical reviews of the speakers at https://fioextremadura.es/  

 

Friday 24th February 

 

19.30-20.15 About the night. An immersion in the sounds of darkness with Carlos 
de Hita. 

 

Saturday, 25th February  

 

10.00-11.30 Identification of bird sounds with José Carlos Sires 

 

16.30-18.00 Workshop 'Painting nature in oil with Manuel Sosa 

 

17.00-18.00 Approach to the identification of birds through their feathers by Pablo 

Fernández Pero 

 

19:30-20:15 Alrededor de la noche. Una inmersión en los sonidos de la oscuridad, 
con Carlos de Hita 
 

 

 

Sunday, 26th February  

 

10.00-12.30 Bird tracks and footprints workshop with Luisa Abenza 

 

10.00-11.30 Identification of bird sounds with José Carlos Sires 

 

10:00-14:00 Demonstration of drawing and painting of birds from life by José 

Antonio Sencianes. 

 

 

 

‘About the night. An immersion in the sounds of darkness' with Carlos de Hita. 

 

24th and 25th February | 19.30 | Monfragüe Castle 

Pre-registration required 

http://fioextremadura.es/
https://fioextremadura.es/
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Carlos de Hita proposes a sound immersion experience, a kind of "camp fire" around a figurative 

fire, wrapped up at night in the castle of Monfragüe. In a dark room, dimly lit by the light of 

some candles, a sound montage with the landscapes of darkness reproduced. 

 

The scenarios are not limited to the Iberian Peninsula. The dehesa gives way to the savannah; 

Iberian forests mix with tropical forests; the Iberian mountains, coasts and wetlands serve as a 

starting point to listen to the sound diversity of the planet. It is a chronicle of a traveler who has 

always moved around the world with a microphone in his hand. By hearsay. 

 

 

‘Identification of bird sounds’ with José Carlos Sires 

February 25th and 26th 

10.00-11.30 

Place: Hermitage of Our Lady of Socorro (Villarreal de San Carlos) 

 

Pre-registration required 

Learning to differentiate the vocalisations of 

birds is usually, for birders, a more arduous task 

than learning the visual keys for their 

identification. In this workshop, some guidelines 

will be given with which to optimize this learning 

and the sounds of some bird species will be 

played, which subsequently will be listened to 

live on a walk through the countryside. 

 

José Carlos Sires was born with vision problems, although that did not prevent him from being 

fascinated by nature from his earliest childhood. He was attracted to the shapes and colours of 

fungi and mushrooms, but at the age of six he lost his sight completely and that magical world 

was closed to him. Everything seemed lost until, at the age of ten, his music teacher played a 

cassette with bird sounds in class and that was an instant inspiration for him. In 2014 his father 

gave him a tape recorder with which he discovered his true vocation: to record sounds of birds 

and landscapes in which he intends to capture the overwhelming beauty and variety of nature. 

 

Workshop 'Painting nature in oil' with Manuel Sosa 

 

February 25th|16.30-18.00 |Villarreal de San Carlos | Pre-registration required 

 

Oil painting is the favorite medium of Manuel Sosa in recent years, painter of the FIO 2023 

poster. Biologist and one of the most outstanding nature artists and illustrators in Spain, he 

comes from Cáceres and delves deep into the last virgin lands of Iberia to invite us with his oil 

paintings to feel the heart of the Earth. 

 

http://fioextremadura.es/
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Pioneer in the painting of wild nature in Spain, he claims to have lost the fear of someone who 

ventures for the first time in a novel pictorial genre in our country. A delightfully refreshing genre 

for painting, often so saturated with the same motifs. 

 

‘Approach to the identification of birds through their feathers’ by Pablo Fernández Pero 

 

Place: Hermitage Our Lady of Socorro (Villarreal de San Carlos) | February 25th |From 5:00 p.m. 

to 6:00 p.m. | Workshop with prior registration required 

 

A feather can tell us many different stories. Stories and facts that can offer important 

information, both to amateurs and professionals. Several factors, such as the time of year, how 

long the feather has been on the ground, and the reason it fell off the bird, determine the 

condition of the bird. Some feathers have distinctive features that allow identification of the 

species. 

 

In this workshop by Pablo Fernández Pero, the participants will examine real feathers and, based 

on their characteristics, the most distinctive features of the specimen in question will be traced. 

There will also be an introduction to the basic identification parameters of the Iberian birdlife 

through plumage. 

 

More information: https://plumarium.es/ 

 

Bird tracks and footprints workshop with Luisa Abenza 

 

February 26th |10.00-12.30 |Place: multipurpose room | Pre-registration required 

 

Bird tracks are much more common than is often thought. They can be found in all kinds of 

habitats, including urban. We can find tracks in the dust on roads, in the woods, in the snow and 

in cities, in a park and even on our windowsill. For this reason, tracking birds is a great 

complement for any amateur or professional in the field. 

 

Luisa Abenza is a tracker, disseminator, forestry technician, co-president of the Iberian Tracking 

Society (SIRA) and official trainer of Cybertracker Conservation, as well as the author of the book 

' Aves que dejan huella’ (2018) and the blog http://genettagenetta. blogspot.com/ 

 

http://fioextremadura.es/
https://plumarium.es/
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In the workshop, participants will be introduced to the general 

characteristics of footprints and types of traces (remains, 

excrement, feathers...) with real materials and plaster casts. For 

Luisa Abenza, footprints are the most common way of 

approaching not only mammals but also birds. Tracks and other 

signs provide a lot of information about their presence and 

behaviour. The key is learning to read these signs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Demonstration of drawing and painting of birds from life by José Antonio Sencianes. 

26th February | 10.00-14.00 | Villarreal de San Carlos (open air) 

Pre-registration required 

 

The nature illustrator and painter José Antonio Sencianes will demonstrate the methodology of 

field work in painting birds. He will explain how the work of taking sketches of birds is 

approached by observing them from nature, and how to complete it with colour sketches to get 

as much information as possible for when later working in the studio, either to make more 

elaborate paintings or simply for a field notebook.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Presentations 
 

Literature, ornithology, botany, recommendations for nature tourism in Spain and a journey 

through different soundscapes are some of the topics that will be addressed in the talks at the 

Hermitage Our Lady of Socorro (Villarreal de San Carlos). No prior registration required. 

 

http://fioextremadura.es/
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Saturday, 25th February  

 

11:00-11:30 Presentation of the book ‘Birding routes through Spain’ by Antonio 
Sandoval  

11:30-12:00 Presentation of the book ‘The songs of birds. The forgotten choir’ by 
Dave Langlois. 

12:00-12:30 'The adventure of self-publishing a bird book' by José Antonio Sencianes 
 

12:30-13:30 Conversation on nature writing and presentation of the latest news 
from BichoMalo Libros, with Antonio Sandoval, Carlos Lozano, María 
Álvarez and Juan José Ramos. 

18:15-19:00 
 

Presentation of the 'Guide to the River Nature Reserves of the Tagus 

Basin' with Joaquín Araújo and Estefanía Chereguini Cabezas 

 

Sunday, 26th February  

11:00-11:30 ‘28 birds of the Miajadas-Trujillo region’ with Olga Mª Tello Muñoz and 

Mª Victoria Vega Casallo 

 

11:30-12:00 'Route 5. Meeting the Big Five of the Iberian fauna' by Alfonso Polvorinos  

12:00-12:30  ‘Trees with their own name. The culture of the tree in the municipalities 

of the Monfragüe Biosphere Reserve’ with Álvaro Tejerina Gallardo 

(author) Francisco Javier Sánchez Vega, Ángel Rodríguez and Andrés 

Rodríguez 

 

 

Saturday, 25th February 

 

11.00-11.30. Presentation of the book ‘Birding routes through Spain’ by Antonio Sandoval 

Presented by: Javier Gómez Aoiz 

 

Antonio Sandoval Rey, writer, naturalist, scientific communicator and collaborator in different 

media, makes a grand tour of the ornithological diversity of our country through more than 40 

routes selected for their richness in birds and easy access to guarantee stupendous and 

comfortable observations. Each of them has a location map, advice from people who know the 

area in depth and much more information about resources or other possible routes. 
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11.30-12.00. ‘The songs of birds. The forgotten choir’ by Dave Langlois. 

Presented by: Antonio Sandoval 

 

For four or five months of the year the soundtrack to our daily lives in gardens, forests, 

countryside, coasts, marshes, mountains, towns 

and cities is a miraculous concert with eons of 

compositional expertise and fine tuning behind it: 

bird song. And we pay the same attention to it as 

to the most crappy piped music in a shopping 

center. In earlier times, our literature, music and 

entire culture drank from this source as an 

indispensable daily sustenance, transforming it into 

art. This book is an attempt to rekindle that wonder 

and wonder. 

 

12.00-12.30. 'The adventure of self-publishing a bird book' by José Antonio Sencianes 

'Donyanae lumen. Watercolors on the marsh', by José Antonio Sencianes, was published in 2020, 

a collection of his paintings of birds in the Doñana National Park over ten years. The book is 

unusual not for its theme or format, but because it has been completely self-published, from 

preliminary design to layout, colour proofing, financing and even distribution. 

 

It was an adventure of more than a year of work that, despite encountering numerous and varied 

difficulties, has been very well received by the public and leading even to a second edition. 

 

In this talk, José Antonio Sencianes will describe the whole process, from the most technical 

details to distribution at the end. 

 

Born in Madrid and adopted from Malaga, from a very young age he was interested in both 

painting and nature, although birds are undoubtedly the main focus of his attention. Graduated 

from the School of Plastic Arts of San Telmo in Malaga, he has worked and collaborated for 

publishers and institutions throughout Europe in the development of informative material, 

exhibitions, interpretation centres and publications. 

 

He was awarded in 2014 the first prize of the I Naturalist Painting Contest organized by SEO / 

BirdLife. In 2019 he painted the FIO poster and in 2020 he published 'Donyanae lumen', his first 

book of naturalistic painting. He works as a graphic designer and illustrator at the Casa de la 

Ciencia Museum in Seville, run by the Higher Council for Scientific Research (CSIC). 

 

More information: https://www.instagram.com/jasencianes 

 

12.30-13.30. Conversation on nature writing and presentation of the latest news from 
BichoMalo Libros, with Antonio Sandoval, Carlos Lozano, María Álvarez and Juan José Ramos. 
 

Nature writing is a growing phenomenon in our country. There are several publishers specialized 

in translating English titles or publishing national authors inspired by our rich biodiversity, the 

rural world or their traveling experiences around the world. 

http://fioextremadura.es/
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This conversation will explore the situation of this literary movement, the news and the future 

challenges for publishers, writers and booksellers to reach an increasingly demanding volume of 

readers. The III National Meeting of Nature and Rural World Literature – Letras Verdes, in 

Tenerife, will be announced, and the first two books by BichoMalo Libros will be presented: 

'Succesos en la naturaleza canaria', by Juan José Ramos with illustrations by Francisco Torrents, 

and 'For all the garden notaries!', by Carlos Lozano with illustrations by María Álvarez. 

 

18.15-19.00. Presentation of the 'Guide to the River Nature Reserves of the Tagus Basin' with 

Joaquín Araújo and Estefanía Chereguini Cabezas 

 

This joint publication of the Miteco (Ministry for the Ecological Transition and the Demographic 

Challenge) and the Tagus Hydrographic Confederation, with a prologue by Joaquín Araújo, 

describes 25 of the Fluvial Natural Reserves of the Tagus Basin declared prior to November 2022. 

 

The Fluvial Nature Reserves (RNF), a protection area included within the general category of 

hydrological reserves, aim to preserve watercourses of rivers, lakes and their beds, as well as 

aquifers, that are representative, have high ecological value and with little or no human 

intervention. 

 

In the Monfragüe National Park there are two Fluvial Nature Reserves: the Malvecino River and 

the Barbaón River. In addition, in the province of Cáceres there are those of the Árrago River, 

Garganta de los Infiernos, Garganta Mayor, Almonte River, Gualija River and Mesto River. 

 

Presented by Joaquín Araújo, naturalist, communicator, countryman and poet, and Estefanía 

Chereguini Cabezas, head of the Tagus Hydrographic Confederation Service. 

 

 

Sunday, 26th of February 

 

11.00-11.30. ‘Presentation of the guide ‘28 birds of the Miajadas-Trujillo region’ with Olga Mª 

Tello Muñoz and Mª Victoria Vega Casallo 

 

This publication is designed for people who want to start bird watching. It gathers information 

and images of 28 of the most representative species of the Miajadas-Trujillo region, a territory 

of great variety and ornithological richness. With an area of more than 2,000 km2, this region is 

an amalgamation of landscapes that translates into an attractive diversity of birds and places of 

interest for their observation, including pastures, rainfed and irrigated crops to towns, cities, 

dehesas, Mediterranean forests and wetlands (reservoirs, rivers and ponds). 

 

Presented by Olga Mª Tello Muñoz, president of the Association for the Development of the 

Miajadas-Trujillo Region (Adicomt), and Mª Victoria Vega Casallo, manager of Adicomt. 

 

 

 

http://fioextremadura.es/
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11.30-12.00. Presentation of the multimedia 

edition of the book 'Route 5. Meeting the Big Five 

of the Iberian fauna' by Alfonso Polvorinos 

Route 5 is an invitation to discover the best of 

Spanish biodiversity through the search for its "Big 

Five": the Iberian lynx, the brown bear, the Iberian 

wolf, the black vulture and the Spanish imperial 

eagle (with permission of the bearded vulture and 

the great bustard, which can also claim 

prominence!). 

 

Alfonso Polvorinos, biologist, communicator and renowned expert in ecotourism, proposes a 

photographic safari through the first great tourist route through Spanish nature: Route 5. An 

itinerary from north to south of the country in which biodiversity, responsible observation and 

true ecotourism are the basis of the trip. 

Observations, experiences, anecdotes and advice feed this fabulous journey of almost a 

thousand kilometres, full of facts and curiosities about each species told in an informative way 

and accompanied by stories of exciting real encounters. 

From Somiedo to Doñana, this nature Grand Tour covers almost twenty protected natural areas 

spread over Asturias, Castilla y León, Madrid, Extremadura, Castilla-La Mancha and Andalusia. A 

true adventure led by one of the best connoisseurs of Iberian nature. 

The author will present for the first time at FIO the 3rd edition of the book, an updated and 

expanded multimedia edition. 

 

More information: https://www.laruta5.es/ 

 

12.00-12.30. ‘Trees with their own name. The culture of the tree in the municipalities of the 

Monfragüe Biosphere Reserve’ by Álvaro Tejerina Gallardo 

 

The Monfragüe Biosphere Reserve, with an area of just over 116,000 hectares, preserves the 

largest and finest extension of Mediterranean forest in the world. In this area of great 

biodiversity, there are dehesas of holm oaks and cork oaks, forests and Mediterranean scrub, 

rivers, streams and quartzite rocks, with a fauna of 280 vertebrates and 600 invertebrates. 

In his book 'Trees with their own names. The culture of the tree in the municipalities of the 

Monfragüe Biosphere Reserve', the Extremaduran naturalist Álvaro Tejerina Gallardo delves into 

the impressive botanical heritage of this protected territory. 

In addition to the author, Francisco Javier Sánchez Vega, mayor of Serradilla and president of 

the Association for the Development of Monfragüe and its Environment (ADEME), Ángel 

Rodríguez Martín, former director of the Monfragüe National Park and Biosphere Reserve, and 

Andrés Rodríguez Rodríguez, President of the Board of Trustees of the Monfragüe National Park 

and of the Participation Council of the Monfragüe Biosphere Reserve will participate. 

http://fioextremadura.es/
https://www.laruta5.es/
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Exhibitions 
 

VIII Nature Photography Contest 'Wild Birds' 

 

Convened by the General Directorate of Tourism as part of FIO, this event has attracted 692 

photographers from 38 countries in the 2023 edition and has become one of the most 

prestigious in its sector in Spain. The fifty best images will be shown at the fair, a selection made 

up of the winners, the honorable mentions and the finalists. 

 

'Birding in the Celestial Viewpoints of Extremadura' 

 

This exhibition is a project within a larger and more transversal one called 'Extremadura, Buenas 

Noches', on experiential and innovative tourism, aligned with the UN Sustainable Development 

Goals and recognized as the most creative project in Spain in 2022. Each viewpoint Celeste is 

located in a specific environment of Extremadura, with different rainfall, temperatures, 

orography and, therefore, with different flora and fauna. FIO visitors will get to know the 

impressive ornithological variety of our region through the different viewpoints. 

 

'European Wildlife Photographer of the Year' by GDT (Germany) 

 

The German Society of Nature Photographers (GDT) organizes one of the most important 

competitions in Europe. A selection of images from the 2022 edition will be shown at FIO, with 

spectacular photographs of fauna and flora from all over the world, including the winner: 'Hippo 

world', by Mike Korostelev. 

 

 

'Images served with Iberian sonnets' by Luis Alfonso Apausa 

 

31 images of nature, almost all taken in the Gredos Mountains and mostly of birds, and 31 classic 

sonnets presented by Luis Alfonso Apausa, manager of a hotel in Navarredonda de Gredos 

(Ávila) and a great fan of ornithology and poetry. Griffon vultures, red kites, bearded vultures 

and other animals in perfect harmony with rhymes and verses. 
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Book Presentations 
 

‘The sound of biodiversity. An audiovisual tour of Euroace' by the General Directorate of 

Sustainability of the Junta de Extremadura 

24th February | 18.00-18.30 | Stage 

 

‘Birding routes through Spain’ by Antonio Sandoval 

25th February| 11.00-11.30 | Hermitage of Our Lady of Socorro (Villarreal de San Carlos) 

 

‘The songs of birds. The forgotten choir’ by Dave Langlois 

25th February | 11.30-12.00 | Hermitage of Our Lady of Socorro (Villarreal de San Carlos) 

 

News from BichoMalo Libros 

‘Happenings in nature in the Canaries’, by Juan José Ramos with illustrations by Francisco 

Torrents  

‘For all of the ortolan buntings!’ by Carlos Lozano with illustrations by María Álvarez 

25th February | 12.30-13.30 | Hermitage of Our Lady of Socorro (Villarreal de San Carlos) 

 

‘Sounds of the world. Travel by hearsay', by Carlos de Hita 

25th February | 1.:30-14.00 | Stage 

 

'Guide to the River Nature Reserves of the Tagus Basin' by Miteco (Ministry for the Ecological 

Transition and the Demographic Challenge) and the Tagus Hydrographic Confederation 

25th February | 18.15-19.00 | Hermitage of Our Lady of Socorro (Villarreal de San Carlos) 

 

‘28 birds of the Miajadas-Trujillo region’ 26 February | 11.00-11.30 | Hermitage of Our Lady of 

Socorro (Villarreal de San Carlos) 

 

'Route 5. Meeting the Big Five of the Iberian fauna' by Alfonso Polvorinos 

26th February | 11.30-12.00 | Hermitage of Our Lady of Socorro (Villarreal de San Carlos) 

 

‘Trees with their own name. The culture of the tree in the municipalities of the Monfragüe 

Biosphere Reserve’ by Álvaro Tejerina Gallardo 

26th February | 12.00-12.30 | Hermitage of Our Lady of Socorro (Villarreal de San Carlos) 
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Activities for children and families 

 
Complete programme and schedules in www.fioextremadura.es   

 

▪ 43 guided routes (17 hiking, 18 in 4x4 and 8 in minibus to the viewpoints of Monfragüe). 

 

▪ More than 50 activities for children about nature with various NGOs from Extremadura 

(workshops, storytelling, walks around Villarreal de San Carlos...). 

 

▪ About 30 children's activities (ceramics workshops, making traditional cheeses and natural 

soaps, cartoons, face-painting…). 

 

▪ Another 6 activities for all audiences (prehistory workshops, bird watching in emblematic 

places of the National Park...). 

 

▪ 5 entertainment shows 

 

▪ 4 bird watching activities at the viewpoints of Salto del Gitano, Monfragüe castle, La Tajadilla 

and La Portilla del Tiétar (for all audiences). 
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Transport: free buses from Plasencia and Torrejón El Rubio 
 

Timetables in www.fioextremadura.es 

 

FIO provides visitors a free bus service, operating on Friday 24th from 09.00 to 19.30, on Saturday 

25th from 09.00 to 21.00 and Sunday 26th from 09.00 to 19.00, with the following routes: 

 

• Plasencia (Parque de los Pinos) – Monfragüe Station - Camping - Saltos de Torrejón -Villarreal 

de San Carlos 

 

• Torrejón el Rubio - Hospedería de Monfragüe – Monfragüe Castle - Salto del Gitano -

Villarreal de San Carlos 

 

• Plasencia (Parque de los Pinos) – Monfragüe station - Camping - Saltos de Torrejón -Villarreal 

de San Carlos - Salto del Gitano - Castle - Hospedería de Monfragüe - Torrejón el Rubio 

 

• Monfragüe Castle (ascent and return) 

 

• Monfragüe Station- Villarreal de San Carlos 
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Activities before FIO (18th and 19th February) 
 

The weekend before FIO, Plasencia (ArteFIO), Trujillo (ObservaFIO) and various towns around 

Monfragüe will hold activities related to birds, nature, art and historical heritage. 

 

Complete programme and timetable in https://fioextremadura.es/artefio-y-observafio/  

 

ArteFIO Plasencia  

5 activities 

 

18th February: Urban SPA route through the centre of the city, concert by Susana Cedrún 'Su', 

concert by Sergio Cepeda, bird wall paintings in the Plaza Mayor and theatrical route 'Once upon 

a bird'. 

 

ObservaFIO Trujillo 

2 activities 

 

18th February: Urban SPA route through the town centre and night hiking route 'The night of 

sounds and stars'. 

 

Around Monfragüe  

6 activities 

 

• Malpartida de Plasencia (19th February): Hiking route 'Observation of birds around the 

town'. 

 

• Mirabel (19th February): Light painting and night photography workshop. 

 

• Romangordo (19th February): Casa de los Aromas-Route of the English-Trampantojos. 

 

• Serradilla (19th February): Garganta del Fraile Route (Best Approved Trail in Spain 2022) and 

the cave paintings of Monfragüe. 

 

• Serrejón (19th February): Route of the bridges and springs. 

 

• Torrejón el Rubio (19th February): Visit to the cave paintings below Monfragüe castle and 

astronomical observation with a professional telescope from the castle hermitage. 

http://fioextremadura.es/
https://fioextremadura.es/artefio-y-observafio/

